
Fresh healthy food is reaching more families – and 
students are learning more about nutrition and 
sustainable living – thanks to a new program at 
Richer School.

The school kicked off the B.A.G. program – or 
“Better Access to Groceries” – in April, teaming up 
with Healthy Living Manitoba, a Seine River School 
Division social worker, Villa Youville and Burnell’s 
Food Plus, the local grocer in Richer. The grocer 
buys in-season vegetables in bulk in Winnipeg and 
brings them back to the school, where students from 
the school’s Leadership program join community 
volunteers to separate the veggies and fruit into 
bags. Families can then order a bag for just $10 each 
– about half the cost of buying the contents at a 
store. 

The program goes hand in hand with the school’s 
gardening program. A grant from Healthy Living 
helped create community gardens, and the students 
donate everything they harvest to the local food bank 
in Ste. Anne. 

“It all started with the idea of food security,” explains 
Principal Sandra Pott.

For the B.A.G. program, the type of produce will 

change with the season. So far, potatoes, carrots, 
salads, apples or oranges and special add-ons like 
peppers have been in the bag. 

“It’s easy to hop down to the school and pick it up, 
so the families who order the bags end up saving on 
gas and time,” says Pott. “Community partnerships 
are really important, enlisting and supporting local 
businesses like our local grocer is important, and 
most of all, the kids are getting nutritious meals and 
life lessons.” 
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Healthy living is in the B.A.G.

 Students get ready to fill bags with healthy groceries.
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New look, same priorities

Indigenous traditional singers and dancers from the 
Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre in Winnipeg educated 
and entertained students at Collège St. Norbert 
Collegiate (CSNC) in May this year.

The school’s Aboriginal Leadership Group (ALG) – 
about 15 students led by three Métis or aboriginal 
Educational Assistants – organized the event to 
celebrate Indigenous culture.

“The group has been working throughout this 
year on cultural awareness and social justice issues, 
advocacy and trying to give kids a voice and their 
place, for anybody who wants to get involved,” 
explains Vice-Principal François Rémillard.

The students in the group have participated in 
traditional activities including smudges, teachings 
and a visit to a sweat lodge. They also attended the 
opening ceremony for the National Centre for Truth 
and Reconciliation.

“Especially since we’re in a Treaty One area, it’s 
important for students to see that we respect other 
cultures, and celebrate the cultures that are in the 
school,” Rémillard adds. “We value the culture 
and the contributions of the aboriginal people 
and we recognize their importance in our school 
community.” 

A message from Michael Borgfjord, 
Superintendent

Welcome to this new issue of Via the Seine, the 
Seine River School Division’s twice-yearly report to 
the community. This time around, Via the Seine has 
a new, refreshed format, design and news style. 

You’ll still find articles that keep you informed about 
the latest achievements of our students, innovation 
of our staff and priorities of our Board of Trustees – 
now in a more concise and easy-to-read format.

Over the last school year, we have continued to 
work collaboratively with staff and students to 
provide exceptional learning opportunities that lead 
to high academic achievements. We continue to 
measure and analyze divisional data that allows us 
to refine and always improve our practices. 

We have seen tremendous growth in our K-12 
programming. The reading skills of our students 
with the highest needs are continuing to grow 
and develop. In our high schools, students are 
continuing to excel in the provincial examinations as 
teachers collaborate and learn together. 

Some of the programs and initiatives you’ll read 
about in this issue include: 

•	The innovative middle years iPad Project, which 
embraces technology and increases student 
engagement and critical thinking 

•	The unique program where middle years students 
repair old bicycles, gaining hands-on experience 
and confidence 

•	Our Early Childhood Education programming, 
which gives children an important head start 

•	Our Dramatic Arts programming that fosters staff 
and student creativity

•	Programs that enhance and evaluate our French 
language programming

•	How we embrace our diversity in culture, ability, 
gender and sexual identity.

We hope you enjoy this issue of Via the Seine and 
our new look. Have a safe, enjoyable summer.  

Our Board Priorities

•	Expand evidence 
based decisions that 
support excellence and 
innovative practices

•	Continue to develop 
and strengthen all 

arts programs: visual, 
dance, music, drama

•	 Improve Community 
Engagement

•	Enhance early 
childhood education

 A hoop dancer performs during a celebration of aboriginal 
culture and heritage at CSNC.

Celebrating Indigenous culture
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Sharing our cultures

It was a cultural smorgasbord – literally – at Parc La Salle School one 
evening in May. 

The school held its spring musical with a multi-cultural theme, with 
the story taking place at a wedding. Students donned the traditional 
clothing that they would wear to a wedding celebration in their own 
culture.  

“It was neat for the students to see that their friends have traditional 
outfits that they may not wear to school every day, but that are a part of 
their regular lives,” says Principal Elizabeth Hammond.

After the play, about 20 families prepared and shared cultural dishes in a 
potluck meal for everyone. 

“We have a very diverse population at our school, and we’re always 
looking for ways to incorporate and honour the different cultures in our 
community. Welcoming and showing we value families that may be new 
to the community is certainly also something to celebrate,” Hammond 
says. 

People were sharing recipes, commenting on each other’s clothing and 
comparing traditions, she says. 

“Everyone was very happy and relaxed throughout the evening...
although some parents joked that we should have had bigger plates!” 

About 20 families brought 
cultural dishes from their 
countries, which included:

•	Canada
•	Germany
•	 India
•	Mexico
•	Nigeria
•	Pakistan

Just the facts
Young students love to read story books. But non-
fiction was the focus for a Grade 2/3 class at Richer 
School recently. 

The students used books and the Internet to 
discover interesting facts around a “structures” 
theme for their non-fiction research and writing 
project, part of the school’s Learning Fair in February. 

The students then made info boards about their 
structures – including snowflakes, tipis, feathers, 
nests and Stonehenge. The project integrated 

Language Arts, Technology, Science, Art and Math, 
says teacher Lorna Kopelow. 

 Patience Ajiameah (left) and Marvelous Oyeyode sample some of the cultural dishes. 
 Matteo L. moved here with his family 
from Mexico about a year ago.

“We’re always 
looking for ways 

to incorporate and 
honour the different 

cultures in our 
community.”

 Zachary C., Trey D. and Adam K. with their Parthenon project.

•	Russia
•	Rwanda
•	Saudi Arabia
•	The Philippines
•	Vietnam
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 ECE Co-ordinator Lisa Balcaen with student Luna-Rae.

Lisa Balcaen is thrilled that Seine River School 
Division has created a new divisional position for 
an Early Childhood Education (ECE) Program Co-
ordinator – and not just because she was the one 
chosen for the gig. 

“It’s very forward thinking that SRSD has opened 
their doors to partner with the ECE field. Early 
development and experiences set the stage for all 
later learning, which is a critical point of focus for 
a school division,” says Balcaen, who joined SRSD 
in April, thanks to her background in ECE as well as 
family social science and community health.

Balcaen oversees the Division’s Kids At Play (KAP) 
program (see below) in partnership with the schools’ 
administration, and supports co-ordinating all of 
SRSD’s other ECE programs. 

When we provide children with a chance to learn 
new things early in their life it increases their 
chances to do better in every grade after that, she 
says. 

“We know there’s more brain development in 
those first five years than any other point in human 
development, and the language centres peak in 
those early years,” Balcaen explains.

“Having someone coordinating that and maintaining 
the level of quality, support and mentoring of 
these programs is critical to ensure we’re meeting 
the needs of our diverse communities, and also 
the quality of programs we want to have in our 
division.” 

New co-ordinator for early education

Early Education Programs

•	Kids at Play 
•	Four parent/child 

programs 
•	Two nursery school 

programs 

•	Summer literacy camps 
(see page 5)  

•	Kindergarten Here We 
Come home visiting 
program

The Kids at Play (KAP) program has been such a 
success that SRSD added two more schools to it this 
past fall. 

In 2012 the regular half-day kindergarten was 
extended to a full day, with an early childhood 
educator leading kids through play-based learning 
for the second part of the day.

The SRSD Board of Trustees has made KAP a priority, 
and with the expansion to Arborgate School and 
Dawson Trail School, the play-based learning model 
now runs at eight of the 11 early years schools.

“Our divisional data has shown that students are 
benefiting from these enhanced opportunities,” 
says Superintendent Michael Borgfjord, who added 
that the program started in the schools that had the 
highest needs. 

Canadian and international research show there 
are benefits to early childhood learning, adds Elaine 

Lochhead, Assistant Superintendent – Student 
Services. 

“Research shows that if you put $1 into preschool 
or early learning efforts, the long-term gain is worth 
$7,” Lochhead says. 

The program also helps fill a gap for families with 
single parents or two working parents, who would 
find a half-day program hard to schedule around. 

A balanced day to learn through play

 Jaden learns through play at the classroom’s water table.
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When kids write about “What I did on my summer 
vacation,” very few of them would include the word 
“learn”. 

But that’s exactly what students who attend the 
Seine River School Division’s Summer Literacy Camps 
do – without realizing it. 

About to start their fourth year, the camps are 
offered at no cost to students in the West and 
Central regions who are entering Grades 1, 2 or 3 in 
the fall.

“There can be a lot of learning lost over the 
summer,” explains Early Childhood Education 
Program Co-Ordinator Lisa Balcaen. “We know 
young children learn best through engagement, play 
and fun experiences. It’s about figuring out creative 
ways of integrating literacy into those activities, 
fostering that fundamental love of learning and 
providing enjoyable literacy opportunities for 

children to bridge their learning over the summer.”

The Division hires university education students to 
run the camps of 25 students for seven weeks in 
July and August. Participants can attend for one 
week each summer. 

“The students will make up games, collect materials, 
write stories and then show off what they have 
written. It’s all about supporting literacy, but not 
just reading,” says Elaine Lochhead, Assistant 
Superintendent – Student Services.

The camps have proven popular with families. 

“The response from parents is wonderful. I don’t 
think we’ve ever had a camp that wasn’t full,” 
Lochhead says. 

iPads: the great equalizer
Time-lapse movies. Animated presentations. Band 
practice videos.

These are just a few ways middle years students are 
using their own iPad Mini tablets, issued free across 
the Division in Grade 6.

“The students have the Internet right at their 
fingertips. They can be more engaged with their 
learning, and have more options to explore and 
be creative in their explanations of what they’ve 
learned,” says Technology Integration Support 
Teacher Jonathan Waite, who trains both students 
and teachers to use iPads in meaningful ways.

“They’re learning to be  
better digital citizens”

This one-to-one ownership model is fairly unique 
in the province, and helps teach the students 
responsibility. At many SRSD schools, students take 
their iPads home with them, and breakage rates are 
very low. 

“They’re learning to be better digital citizens. They 
take care of their devices because they see how 
important they can be on a daily basis,” Waite says.

Along with a number of free, sanctioned apps 
students can use, SRSD has divisional licences 
for interactive apps Book Creator and Explain 
Everything, which allow students be creative, 

inserting multimedia for real-time animation 
and audio narration into their class work and 
presentations.

Another bonus of the one-to-one program is that 
the iPads become “a great equalizer,” says Waite, 
offering more opportunities to students who may 
struggle with reading comprehension, writing ability 
or language. 

“The iPads put everyone on an even playing field, 
since there is no cost to families. We’re putting 
student education first.”

The cost benefits will be visible in the long term, 
says Superintendent Michael Borgfjord. 

“This will definitely change our technology planning 
down the road. We’ll eventually have less of 
the other kinds of technology in the classroom, 
because we now have this more efficient way to 
get technology in the hands of students,” Borgfjord 
says. 

Bridging the summer learning gap

“It’s about supporting  
literacy, but not just reading”

 Zackery O. (left) and Cody L., both Grade 8 students at École 
Lorette Immersion, use their iPads in class.
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Freedom from fees
A couple of years ago, some parents would opt to 
keep their child home on a school field trip day, 
rather than admit they couldn’t afford to pay the $5 
or $10 fee. 

That’s no longer a problem since the SRSD has 
levelled the playing field for all students, eliminating 
school fees entirely.

“We’ve seen quite a  
positive impact”

“In the past there was a huge variation in fees from 
school to school,” says Superintendent Michael 
Borgfjord. “Since finding money in our budget to 
cover costs for things like field trips, we’ve seen 
quite a positive impact.”

Fees for things like agendas, locks for lockers, 
curricular-based field trips, classroom supplies and 
band program needs are all now covered.

“A lot of our families have other life priorities. 
Parents can now put that money someplace else, 
and for some, there’s a real sense of relief,” adds 
Richer School Principal Sandra Pott. 

While each school decides how to distribute the 
funds the division allocates to them, at Richer School 
the money is used based on the needs of each 
classroom, Pott says. 

“Having the Board of Trustees and the Division 
support this is just one more piece of that puzzle 
in creating a really good culture in the school, 
with parents and the community. Families can feel 
comfortable knowing their children are going to be 
included no matter what we do.” 

If you had peeked in on a recent session of the East 
End Middle Years Number Sense Initiative, you might 
have seen what appeared to be a bunch of grown-
ups playing with blocks. 

The Grades 5-8 teachers were putting themselves 
in their students’ shoes, all in the name of teaching 
math effectively. Divisional Math Consultant 
Matthew Nikkel and Amanda Lowes, Instructional 
Coach and Vice Principal at Arborgate School, led 
the three half-day sessions.

“We led activities where teachers would practice 
to see how they could teach curricular outcomes 
using hands-on materials like attribute or pattern 
blocks,” says Lowes. “Students can show they have 
deeper mathematical understanding if they can 
demonstrate it with concrete objects.”

The initiative’s aim was to help teachers understand 
how students think about math and how their ideas 
develop, how to create different math lessons to 
meet the needs of all students, and how to assess a 
student’s progress.  

“You’re planning for each child’s needs, so all 
students can experience success with math,” Lowes 
explains. “We aligned it with both divisional math 
and numeracy priorities, and also with each school’s 
math goal.”

Another objective was to help enhance the ‘math 
talk’ in the classroom, to help students be flexible in 

their thinking while also being able to explain how 
they solved a math problem. 

“We need to make connections to what students 
are doing in class that helps them connect it to their 
real life, and make sure the lessons are authentic 
and engaging.” 

Making sense of math

 Teachers (from left) Jenna Desilets (Ste. Anne Elementary 
School), Donato Huver (Richer School) and Joshua Abraham 
(Richer School) try out a hands-on activity.

“We need to make connections to 
what students are doing in class”
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 Bryan Young speaks to CSNC 
students in May.

“It’s important that I’m 
open so we can reduce 

the stigma”

Bryan Young may have graduated 
last June, but everybody wants 
him back. 

Young, 18, keeps getting invited 
to Collège St. Norbert Collegiate 
(CSNC) and other schools 
around the Division, to talk to 
students about the importance 
of education on mental health, 
mental illness and bullying, by 
sharing his own experiences. 

“I know and remember what 
high school is like. It’s an 
honour for me to be a voice 
for students who feel like they 
don’t have one, and can’t or 
don’t know how to get help,” 
says Young, now a University 
of Winnipeg student who was 
bullied in elementary school, 
then diagnosed in Grade 9 
with depression, anxiety and 
obsessive-compulsive disorder. 

“That’s why I’m so candid – it’s 
important that I’m open so we 
can reduce the stigma.”

Young started giving 

presentations while still at 
CSNC, and recently won the 
2016 Manitoba School Boards 
Association’s Student Citizenship 
Award. Last September, he was 
the keynote speaker for 400-plus 
teachers at a SRSD professional 
development day. 

“If a teacher or another adult 
does a presentation to students, 
it’s just not the same as hearing 
someone close to your age talk 
about it. It’s so powerful, and 
the students listen to him so 
intently and with respect,”says 
CSNC Guidance Counsellor Terri 
Mowchun.

Young says it’s just as therapeutic 
for him to share his story it as it is 
for others to hear it.

“It has really helped me and 
allowed me to reflect. If one 
person is going to hear my story 
and either get help or change 
how they speak about mental 
health and mental illness, or just 
be more aware, I’ve done what 
I’m here to do.” 

Former student shares his mental health journey 

The SRSD trustees know that in every school, we have exceptional students who volunteer countless 
hours for the betterment of our communities. The SRSD Citizenship Award was established by our 
school board in 2004 to recognize these students who have made important contributions to their 
school community. 

2016 SRSD Student Citizenship Awards Recipients 

Early Years — Individual Hannah Secord, La Salle School

Middle Years — Individual Avery Cochrane, École Lorette Immersion

High School — Individual Owen Dyson, Collège Lorette Collegiate 
Girlie Harder, Ste. Anne Collegiate

High School — Team Zoe Bernardin & Rachelle Collette, 
CSNC Mental Health Advisory Group

2017 MSBA Student Citizenship Award Nominees 

Individual Hannah Secord, La Salle School 

Team Zoe Bernardin & Rachelle Collette,  
CSNC Mental Health Advisory Group

Student Citizenship Awards
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Grade 10 student Anni D. 
would love to see the day when 
someone’s gender identity or 
sexual orientation is ‘no big deal’. 

And as a member of the Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) at 
Collège Lorette Collegiate, she’s 
helping change the conversation.

“The idea that someone has 
to ‘come out’ is something 
we shouldn’t really have – you 
should just be able to say, ‘I’m 
dating this person’. It shouldn’t 
concern other people unless 
you’re interested in them,” Anni 
explains. 

Each of the three SRSD high 
schools has a GSA group. Their 
third annual divisional conference 
had a twist this year: the 30 
GSA members hosted about 
70 students from 13 of the 

15 middle schools across the 
Division.

Part of the conference, held 
over two days in April and May, 
included the Grade 7 and 8 
students planning GSA groups 
at their own schools, to address 
bullying and lack of awareness 
of rights and equality for all, 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity.

Divisional Social Work Clinician 
Laura Nault was impressed by the 
open-mindedness of the younger 
students in both their responses 
at the conference and in surveys 
many of them completed 
beforehand.

“Having the partner schools 
there and the students wanting 
to participate made me feel 
we’ve come so far. I’m inspired 

and encouraged by this next 
generation,” says Nault. 

“It’s also so important that we 
have the support of our own 
Board of Trustees, who sponsor 
and support this conference every 
year.” 

Congratulations to the La Barrière Crossings 
“Hawks” Grade 7/8 boys’ basketball team, which 
became the first team in SRSD history to qualify 
for the Junior High Invitational Provincial basketball 
tournament. 

The team – which earned the SRSD A-side 
Championship for the third year in a row – lost by 
only four points to Manitoba’s fifth-ranked team in 
the provincial tournament in March. 

They’re in the game

Students talking gender equity 

 Bailey C., Grade 8 at École St Norbert Immersion, helps create a banner supporting 
equality.

 The LBC Grade 7/8 boys basketball team made it to this year’s 
provincial tournament. Front row, left to right: Chase J., 
Hakan A., Josh O., Damola S., Ryan B. Back row, left to right: 
Wayne R., Simran C., Caleb K., Kelvin N., Jose M., Mason C.

“A respect for human diversity 
policy must accommodate 
pupils who want to establish 
and lead activities and 
organizations that:  

•	promote gender equity, 
antiracism, the awareness 
and understanding of, and 
respect for, people who are 
disabled by barriers, or the 
awareness and understanding 
of, and respect for, people 
of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities; and 

•	use the name “gay-straight 
alliance” or any other name 
that is consistent with the 
promotion of a positive 
school environment that is 
inclusive and accepting of all 
pupils.” 

 

- From Manitoba’s Public 
Schools Amendment Act  
(Safe and Inclusive Schools)
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Teacher Estelle Lesage and her student Austin both 
received a “Yes I Can” Award from the Manitoba 
Council for Exceptional Children (MCEC) in February.

But Lesage says Austin, who is in Grade 2 at École 
Ste. Anne Immersion and has Down Syndrome, is 
the real winner.

“Austin was so proud. His big thing every day is to 
say ‘I did it!’ It’s all about not limiting him. He can 
achieve whatever goals we set together, and I’ve 
learned so much with him,” says Lesage, who has 

been Austin’s teacher for two years in her Grade 1/2 
classroom. 

Lesage says she was humbled to receive the Yes I 
Can! Award herself. 

“I’m just doing my job and doing what I’ve always 
done – taking the time to treat every child as an 
individual, with their own strengths and abilities.”

Working with Austin has been a blessing, and he 
has improved his learning by leaps and bounds, 
Lesage says. 

“Anything that’s in the curriculum, we make it 
possible for him to get there – we just have to slow 
it down and have fun with it, make games out of 
teaching, play, sing and enjoy the humour.” 

Educational Assistants Rachelle Legal Cechvala, 
Jeannine Allard and Odile Dubois, who have also 
worked with Austin over the last two years, also 
deserve recognition, Lesage insists. 

“It’s about the whole team – without their support 
and the support of the administration, Resource 
teacher and especially Austin’s family, we wouldn’t 
have made as much progress.” 

Yes they can! 

Human rights essay wins provincial contest
Rachel Junghans’ passion for 
human rights has earned her an 
impressive honour. 

The Grade 11 student at Collège 
St. Norbert Collegiate was one 
of just three youth in all of 
Manitoba to win an essay contest 
about the students’ vision for the 
state of our province in the year 
2030. 

In her essay, about human 
trafficking and children in the 
sex trade, Junghans wrote: 
“Human trafficking, also known 
as modern-day slavery, is often 
seen as something that happens 
in other countries and not 
something that could be a large 
problem in our society. Yet, in 

Canada, the average age of 
entry into the sex trade is 13 to 
14. This age is even lower in the 
North End of Winnipeg.”

Junghans says the topic is 

something she has been 
passionate about since Grade 7.

“When I learned slavery was still 
happening on a very large scale, 
I couldn’t believe it. It really stuck 
with me,” she explains. “The 
number one concern here in 
Winnipeg is awareness – people 
don’t like to think this is going on 
in their own city.”

In mid-April, Junghans and 
her two co-winners attended 
the Winnipeg Chamber of 
Commerce’s provincial leadership 
debate. They were also 
interviewed live on CJOB and had 
parts of their essays published in 
the Winnipeg Free Press. 

 Rachel Junghans is all smiles thanks 
to her winning essay.

 Teacher Estelle Lesage and Grade 2 student Austin give a 
thumbs up to their Yes I Can! Awards.



10  |  JUNE 2016  |  Report to the Community  |  Via the Seine

Assessing French speaking skills 

An ongoing assessment of oral language skills 
is giving French Immersion teachers insight and 
helping them tailor their lessons to students’ needs – 
and SRSD is the only division in Manitoba doing this 
every year. 

The assessment evaluates the oral proficiency of all 
French Immersion students in Grade 5, 8 and 11. In 
pairs, students are asked to express their views on a 
topic, in a casual conversation with a retired teacher, 
while French Immersion Consultant Marie-Josée 
Morneau observes and takes notes. 

“If students have strong communication skills, it 
will help them in reading, writing and mathematics 
too,” Morneau says. “That is why we just want 

to hear them talk, at a higher level, in a second 
language, so we can see where they stand and 
where we can help them improve.”

The assessment is now in its sixth year and many of 
the students have been through the process more 
than once. This means Morneau can also measure 
their progress over the years. 

“Especially from Grades 5 to 8, their sentences are 
longer, their vocabulary is more elaborate and their 
pronunciation becomes much better and more 
fluent,” says Morneau. 

She collects and compares the data on trends such 
as when students are prone to saying English words 
or making grammatical errors, when and how they 
correct themselves and whether the two students 
interact or help each other. Teachers use the results 
to see students’ strengths and areas needing 
improvement, so they can plan lessons to meet their 
needs and encourage them to use more precise 
vocabulary and proper grammar while writing and 
speaking in all subject areas.  

The assessment usually covers nearly all of the 
roughly 250 French Immersion students over two 
weeks each May. 

Enhancing language 
with Tech Talks 
Students at École St. Norbert Immersion (ESNI) are 
practicing their French in a fun and unique way, 
video chatting with other French Immersion students 
across Canada. 

Since April, the Grade 1/2 students in teachers 
Lori Davis’ and Kathryn Reuter’s classes have met 
long-distance classmates via Skype, using two iPads 
purchased through a grant from the Manitoba 
Association for Computing Educators. The students 
communicate with other students as near as Portage 
la Prairie and as far as Ottawa, Ont. and Kamloops, 
B.C., says Brigitte Kiazyk, Resource Teacher & 
Instructional Coach at ESNI, who initiated the 
project. 

“The students have really responded well, with lots 
of enthusiasm. Kids that might not ordinarily be 
spontaneous and ask questions are doing so,” says 
Kiazyk. “It has been really engaging and motivating 

for them to see that other students around Canada 
also speak French like they do.” 

The students are also using the iPads to record 
video of themselves speaking, then compare 
their language skills to national examples and get 
feedback from their classmates. 

In addition to building language skills, teachers at 
both ends are showing the students how to use 
technology and how to become good digital citizens 
early in life, Kiazyk says. 

 From left: Grade 8 St. Norbert Immersion students Janelle 
S. and Madison K. have a conversation with retired 
teacher Lorraine Hebert (in black) while French Immersion 
Consultant Marie-Josée Morneau listens in.

 Grade 1/2 students at ESNI connect with other French 
Immersion students across Canada through a video chat.
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Immersing students in Quebec culture and language

Success at Concours 

Every year, French Immersion students from some of 
SRSD’s middle schools spend a week in Quebec and 
immerse themselves in the language.  

It’s all part of an exchange program where Grade 
7 and/or 8 students spend seven days living with a 
family in Quebec, exploring the area and practising 
their French in an authentic setting. 

“The students definitely get to practise and learn a 
lot more when they’re surrounded by French all day 
for an entire week. They can see a lot of the work 
they’ve been doing with their French is paying off, 
and we always hear a little bit more French when 
they return,” says Mireille Bazin-Berryman, Principal 
of École Lorette Immersion (ELI), which had 26 
Grade 8 students travel to Montreal in April.

The schools are matched through one of several 

possible exchange organizations. Students who 
sign up are then “twinned” with a Quebec student 
whose family they will stay with, and vice-versa. 
The Quebec students also travel here for a week to 
practise their English and experience Manitoba.

Students also learn more about geography, culture 
and history. This year, the ELI students visited the 
Montreal Science Centre, Biodome, Old Montreal 
and Mont Réal (Mount Royal). Back in Manitoba, the 
Quebec students visit the Royal Canadian Mint, the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights and The Forks. 

“Some of our kids felt like they weren’t still in 
Canada. Everything is in French first and foremost, ” 
says ELI Grade 7/8 teacher Joelle Harbinson. “They 
learn some new words and gain confidence in 
speaking the language.” 

Four Seine River School Division 
students made it to the provincial 
finals for this year’s Concours 

d’art oratoire, the French public 
speaking competition for 
Manitoba students.  

Our students earned spots based 
on their presentations at SRSD’s 
divisional Concours event. They 
then competed against 120 
other students at the 33rd annual 
provincial competition on May 7. 

Students in the Concours recite 
poetry or speeches during the 
Canadian Parents for French – 
Manitoba event, which celebrates 
French language learning and 
use.

These students competed at the 
provincial event: 

•	Nicolas Bergen, Grade 3/4, 
École St. Norbert Immersion

•	Nicolas Johnson, Grade 5/6, 
École St. Adolphe School 
– second place in “Early 
Immersion – Grades 5/6” 
division

•	Davita Nikkel, Grade 7/8,  
École St. Adolphe School

•	Sydney Dillabough, Grade 9/10, 
Collège St. Norbert Collegiate 

 ELI students with their Quebec “twins” at Montreal’s Olympic Stadium.

 Special congratulations to Nicholas 
Johnson, who placed second in the 
“Early Immersion – Grades 5/6” 
division.
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The art of confidence
When Gabrielle Doll wants to teach children about 
art, she starts by training an exclusive group of 
students: their teachers. 

The Division’s Visual Arts Consultant holds 
workshops to show teachers the tools and tricks of 
the trade so they can lead their own students in art 
projects. Over the last four years, she has trained 
more than 150 teachers, focusing on themes such 
as shadow and light, perspective and colour theory.  

“You can visually see the positive changes in art 
in all of our schools since we started this,” says 
Superintendent Michael Borgfjord. 

It’s all about building confidence, explains Doll. 

“I hear from teachers who say they never had the 
confidence before to teach art, and now they do. It 
opens their eyes to how art can be included in their 
classrooms. They now feel more comfortable with 
taking risks, and letting the students be creative.”

“You can visually see the 
positive changes in art in 

all of our schools”
Doll visits each school in the Division about once 
a month to lead and participate in art classes with 
students. Over the years, she has watched their 
confidence and skill levels improve too. 

“When they say, ‘Mme Doll, because of you I feel 
good about my art’ and that they look forward to 
when I come, it’s so great to hear,” Doll says. 

Doll incorporates elements of the curriculum in the 
art projects wherever possible, to tie the art into 
what the students are already learning in class. 

“Kids have to be able to be themselves. There’s 
a comfort and relaxation in knowing they get to 
express themselves in different ways. Some kids 
struggle academically or with behaviour, but when it 
comes to art they just thrive.” 

 École St. Norbert Immersion Grade 2/3 teacher Chantelle 
Gauthier gets creative during a teachers’ art workshop.

Divisional Art Show 
The SRSD Divisional Art Show puts the talents of students across the Division on display for fellow 
students and the community to enjoy. On May 26, this year’s show featured around 1,000 pieces of 
art, from paintings to pottery.

 Students from various schools came to see their fellow 
students’ artwork.  Two artistic takes on vision were part of the display. 
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In the creative world, art and drama go hand in 
hand. The same was true during Art & Drama Days 
at SRSD’s western region schools.

Divisional Drama Teacher Megan Young and 
Divisional Visual Arts Consultant Gabrielle Doll 
collaborated to create the new event, held over two 
days in April. All early years students in the region 
– followed by middle years students the next day – 
worked together to create shadow puppet theatre. 

Students split into groups to read and analyze 
fables, then created puppet characters of animals 
and props like trees, grass or the sun, before 
performing their fables for the other students, with 
each student either narrating or puppeteering.

“The simplicity of shadow puppets is wonderful. 
You only need to worry about the silhouette upon 
creation, and the puppets can have various details 
and moving parts to help make them come to life,” 
explains Doll. “The day allowed students to get to 
know each other, build community and get creative 
with art and drama.” 

A dramatic way to learn 
When middle years students first heard a new 
drama teacher would be visiting their classes earlier 
this year, many assumed they’d be doing a play.

Little did they know they’d be learning drama 
techniques that would help them with their regular 
class subjects and teach them how to be more 
creative.

The SRSD’s new Divisional Drama Teacher, Megan 
Young, has spent the year working to integrate 
drama into regular classes at schools with middle 
years programs, by running workshops for teachers 
and students. 

“It’s all about developing skills and working on 
different techniques and strategies to enhance areas 
of learning,” says Young, who uses drama games to 
make students feel comfortable early in the year. 

“I teach kids how to be able to communicate and 
work with each other. I also see myself as enhancing 
the reading, writing and speaking elements, which 
are the core of English Language Arts (ELA) and 
French language learning.” 

In her workshops for teachers, Young introduces 
drama games and activities teachers can do with 
their classes to help develop certain skills tied to 
lessons in other subjects. 

“This year we focused on speaking in public, 
storytelling, character and doing some improvisation 
to get some creative ideas flowing,” Young says. “It 
has been eye opening for the staff to see different 
things they can do to enhance their curriculum. 
And the students are eager to participate – they 
just think they’re having fun, and they don’t realize 
they’re developing skills.” 

 Riley C. applies a plaster mask to Kieran A.’s face in a drama 
project using Greek readers theatre, where Grade 7 and 
8 students at École St. Norbert Immersion made masks 
and painted them to suit characters in a play they then 
performed for their classes.

Linking art & drama 

 Students created, performed, learned, and made connections 
with new friends through shadow puppet theatre during the 
first-ever Art & Drama Days.
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Embracing the alternative 
Seine River School Division’s newest off-campus 
alternative high school program for students in 
St. Norbert who aren’t attending or finding success 
in a normal school setting has only been around 
since 2015. But it’s already changing lives for the 
better. 

“I was a good kid who went down a wrong path,” 
says one 15-year-old student who had left school. 
“I was 10 feet under, and they brought me back to 
life.”

‘They’ are the staff at the St. Norbert Alternative 
Program (SNAP). Teachers Melinda Roy and Simon 
Laplante, along with community liaison Philip Fenez, 
help the dozen Grade 9 to 12 students in the 
program overcome challenges and work towards 
course credits on an individual basis.

Roy developed and launched the program in 
February 2015 at the St. Norbert Arts Centre, within 
the peaceful setting of the Trappist Monastery 
grounds. She and Laplante now share a full-time 
teaching position, working one-on-one with 
students.

“We want to give them all 
the opportunities we can” 

 
“This is a quiet place, and you have the separation 
from the school, although we are still connected to 
it. A lot of the things that might have been dragging 
them down – skipping classes, going off with their 
peers – they don’t have such close access to that 
here,” Roy says. 

Collège St. Norbert Collegiate still has an on-campus 
alternative program, and Ste. Anne Collegiate also 
has successful on-campus and off-campus programs. 
The off-site programs go a step further by removing 
the students from the regular high school stream. 

“These are students who don’t necessarily want to 
be going to school, so we try to make it as easy as 
possible,” Fenez says. “Working with them is like 
solving puzzles – trying to figure out why something 
doesn’t work, and what will work.”

Along with regular courses like math and science, 
the students work on cross-curricular projects that 
include skills like woodworking, art, sewing and 
cooking. 

“We need to be flexible, and we coach them on 
how to deal with tensions,” says Laplante. “We 

want to give them all the opportunities we can, to 
ensure that every student can be successful.” 

 SNAP students work on some pottery at their alternative 
school program at the St. Norbert Arts Centre.

Creative Young 
Minds Award
Middle Years Divisional  
Award Recipients

Ward 1 Tyler Everley, La Barrière Crossings School 
Olivia McAulay, La Salle School

Ward 2 Kaitlyn Goertzen, Dawson Trail School

Ward 3 Jerika Carriere, Richer School

High School Divisional  
Award Recipients

Caileigh Johnston Collège St. Norbert Collegiate

Madison Harms Ste. Anne Collegiate
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Getting the wheels turning 

Administrative News 

What has two wheels and can teach kids valuable 
life skills? 

A bicycle, of course – or in the case of La Barrière 
Crossings (LBC) School, dozens of old bicycles 
suspended from the ceiling in an old computer 
room, waiting to be repaired. 

The space is home to an after-school club called 
the CrankHouse. The group of 10 middle school 
students spent time with the community-based 
Winnipeg Repair Education and Cycling Hub 
(WRENCH) program, learning all facets of bike 
repair. 

To join the club, students had to submit resumes, 
be interviewed, and commit to helping train future 
members. They helped shop for tools and set up the 
repair space, then began dismantling the discarded 
old bikes for parts. 

“When I took students to the WRENCH program 
every week for half a day, they were really engaged 
and respectful. It just goes to show the importance 
of engagement, and the value of finding something 
the students are good at and passionate about, and 
sticking to it,” says Resource teacher Derek Marvin.

“They’re really invested. It’s pretty exciting to see,” 
adds Principal Jacquie Dion. “We need to have 
things like this for kids to do, who aren’t the sports 
kids, or the go-home-and-read kind of kids.”

The LBC students all got to keep the bikes they 
worked on during WRENCH training. Once they 
start cranking out fixed-up bikes, they will offer 
them to other students and community members in 
need.

“There’s a lot of kids already who have told us they 
don’t have a bike. It’s heartbreaking,” says Marvin. 
“A bike is so important. It’s a community thing.” 

Seine River School Division is pleased to announce the following for the upcoming 2016-2017 school year: 

Teresa Yestrau New Principal of Collège Lorette Collegiate

Sandra Pott New Principal of Arborgate School

Karen Thiessen New Principal of Richer School

Amanda Lowes New Vice Principal of Ste. Anne Elementary School

Nichole Borkowsky New Vice Principal of Arborgate School

Derek Marvin New Vice Principal of Dawson Trail School

2015 – 2016 Retirements: Congratulations to our SRSD retirees! 

Tony Fiorentino Principal Collège Lorette Collegiate

Bernie Staska Custodian Parc La Salle School

Roland Gagnon Bus Driver Transportation

Peggy Johnson EA Collège Lorette Collegiate

Colin Ritchie Teacher Collège St. Norbert Collegiate

Natalie Temple (Melnychuk) Resource Teacher École St. Norbert Immersion & École Lorette Immersion

Glenn Dawyduk Teacher Ste. Anne Elementary School

Francois Conan Teacher École Ste. Anne Immersion

Gerard Perrin Bus Driver Transportation

Siobhan Faulkner Resource Teacher Richer School

Gerald Halarewich Custodian La Barrière Crossings School

Lori Friesen Teacher La Salle School

 Half of the CrankHouse bike repair club. From left: Gage M., 
Declan H., Kaden L., Derek Marvin, Riley G., Summer B.
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Board of Trustees
Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3

Wendy Bloomfield, Chairperson
42 Lord Ave.
St. Norbert, MB  R3V 1G5
204-269-4270
wbloomfield@srsd.ca

Jennifer Stefansson
26 Pioneer’s Trail
Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0
204-510-1321
jstefansson@srsd.ca

Ed Mantie
NW 12-6-7E, Box 202
Steinbach, MB  R5G 1M2
204-424-5433
emantie@srsd.ca

Gary Nelson
47 Riverview Dr.
La Salle, MB  R0G 2A0
204-736-2817
gnelson@srsd.ca

Jessalyn Cahill
Box 29, Grp 20
Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0
204-260-9304
jcahill@srsd.ca

Theresa Bergson
Box 37, Grp 20, RR2
St. Genevieve, MB  R5H 1R2
204-793-5185
tbergson@srsd.ca

Greg Reid
843 St. Thérèse Ave.
St. Norbert, MB  R3V 1H7
204-392-2738
greid@srsd.ca

Christine Roskos
33058 PR 501, Box 11, RR1
Dufresne, MB  R0A 0J0
204-866-2240
croskos@srsd.ca

Wes Keating
RM of Ste. Anne, Box 662
Steinbach, MB  R3G 1M5
204-326-9863
wkeating@srsd.ca 

Seine River School Division
475A Senez St. 
Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

Ph: 204-878-4713 
Fax: 204-878-4717

www.srsd.mb.ca

For school contact information,  
please visit our website.

Please send us your feedback

We hope you enjoyed reading this issue of  
Via the Seine.

We invite you to visit www.srsd.mb.ca to 
complete a brief survey and let us know what  
you think of the new design and format.

Thank you, and have a great summer! 

Showcasing our students’ talent 
Here’s another glimpse at some of the talent on display at the Divisional Art Show in May (see page 12).

 Tyler E., Grade 8 at La Barrière Crossings School, created 
this realistic painting.

 All of the art on display demonstrated the creativity of 
SRSD students.


